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Towards a Pastoral Theology for Spiritual Care

Introduction

Moving on from The Integrity of Pastoral Care

Talking about God in Practice  (Helen Cameron et al)

· Normative theology

· Formal theology

· Espoused theology

· Operant theology

Taking Ordinary Theology Seriously (Jeff Astley and Ann Christie)

 Survey of 45 Anglicans in four parishes

· 9 expressed traditional ontological Christology

· remainder had a ‘functional’ view of Jesus

· 6 evangelicals held substitutionary view of atonement (? The next question)

· a third had conventional understanding of the cross but…

Theological diversity and pastoral practice – lowest common denominator or a honest  sharing of stories and traditions

Ethic (Bonhoeffer)

 ‘Correspondence with reality’ and ‘Conformation with Christ’

The Incarnation and the Pastoral Relationship

The Cross and Guilt

The Resurrection and the Presence of God

The Ascension and the Absence of God

Towards a Eucharistic Theology of Pastoral Care
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