Dear Colleagues,

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at conference next week, and all of you should have received notification of this year’s AGM.  The following is an update of a few other things going on, much of which is on or linked to our website.  Mike's done an amazing job on that so click on www.ahpcc.org.uk and have a look.

Elections

At the AGM we shall be holding elections for a few new folk to join the exec.  I am giving you some prior notice that this will include, I am sorry to say, an election for a new president.  I was off sick two weeks ago, being investigated for heart and stroke type symptoms.  I am well enough now but took it as a warning to slow down.  It’s a brilliant job and I have immensely enjoyed the past two years.  I commend it to your prayers and consideration.

Registration

There are a number of reasons for chaplains to be registered.  A compelling one for me is that in the coming age when health services will be commissioned, chaplains will need to be identified as core, professional healthcare providers, not a mere optional add-on.  Becoming a registered profession would be a surer way to receiving such recognition.  To that end there are several parallel things going on right now.  Here's a quick summary but I'll say more in my annual report.

Firstly, the UK Board of Healthcare Chaplains (UKBHC) is working towards becoming the organisation with whom we shall be registered.  To that end, and to establish a broader and more independent footing, a new constitution is out for consultation, seeking your observations. Please have a look at www.ukbhc.org.uk/node/102.
Also, the latest Board newsletter is worth a read at www.ukbhc.org.uk/publications/newsletters.  It’s a handy précis of their work and it may answer some of your questions. 

The Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence (CHRE) is a government body which verifies the legitimacy of registering bodies.  Basically the UKBHC would hold the register and CHRE would validate it (as they do many other registers).  The CHRE seeks our views too, on its proposed scheme at http://www.chre.org.uk/voluntaryregisters/468/.
There is ongoing discussion with the Multi Faith Group for Healthcare Chaplaincy (MFGHC) about approaches to Registration, and the role of our faith communities.
And on top of all this, the Law Commission is holding its own consultation on registration, (See http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/1755.htm) and are asking for our views by the end of this month.  A tough call for a 269 page document!  The UKBHC sent a rep to a recent meeting, so I may have more to report on another day. 

European Network of Healthcare Chaplains (ENHC)

The ENHC hold a conference every two years and the next is 6th – 10th June.  Would you like to go to Amsterdam, representing and paid for by this Association?  Visit http://www.enhcc.eu/ for more info.  It is a fascinating window on how spiritual care is done in other countries and provides fellowship for many for whom this is their only conference.  Five days is a long while so if you wish to dip in for just part of the time, that is acceptable.  Please let me know if you’re tempted.

Spiritual Assessment

How do you do it?  One of our members has asked us to bring our various forms or assessment tools to the conference.  Alternatively you can email them to me (president@ahpcc.org.uk) or to Mike Rattenbury (editor@ahpcc.org.uk) to add to our stock of them on the website.

Chaplain or Spiritual care Co-ordinator, etc?

“What do you call your role?” a member has asked.  And how do people react to that?

There are other questions on our ‘Message Board’ that you may have the perfect response to.  Please give them a look.

Also look on www.ahpcc.org.uk for other resources and conferences.  There’s a site about ‘Soul Midwives’ that I said I would mention (http://www.soulmidwives.co.uk/2.html).  Any responses to that?

I look forward to seeing you, if possible, at our conference.

God bless, and keep up the good work.

Steve
Steve Barnes

Chaplain, Willen Hospice

President, AHPCC

